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L. Construction of the Lanchow-Sinklang railroad line had reached Tibetan
autonomous territory at Tienchu by the middle of Aug 1953.. (Tienchu iles
132 kllometers from lLanchow. ) Bullding of the line will continue during
the winter of 1953 and 1954, with a erew of 22,000 workmen. The purpose
now 1s to get across the Wuhsl Ling mountain chain. fThe foothills were
reached on 19 Cet 55. It will ‘be necessary to build three tunnels,
thirty-five snow sheds, and two big bridges--at a helght of 3,000 meters
sbove sen level. The work has to be done with the ald of steam injectors,
In order to offset the freezing of the earth.

2. The speeding up of the advance of this railrosd 1is on express lnstructions
of "militury advisers” in Pelping.

3. At will be remembered that Tienchu, with its 60,000 people, vas made an
putonomouy diotrict by Velplng, three yesrs ago. 'The idea of the Red Chinege
ﬁn creating cutonomous districts, 1s thus gradually to reduce Lhasa's
mphereof Influence,
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